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NS¢ BRIEFING | - 4 Septenmber 1856

1.

ix.

EABT GERMANY

fn reviewing tﬁe"raxEﬁt situation there in East Germany, a
major point is that effective Soviet eéntroi remains unchanged,
in Epite of a number of moves and actions designed © demonstrate
that East Germany is "soverelgn™. This Boviet control ism still
the essential factor in East Germany's status,

A, The recent withdrawal of approkinatoly 30,000 Soviet troops
does mot alter the USSR's continuing strong control, which
is still maigtninéd by a force of nearly 480,000,

The Communist Bagt German rﬁgima conld not sﬁrviva without this

Soviet military support,

A, Overwhelming popular oppoaitloﬁ and discontant'in East Germany
would be sufficient to itopple the Reds {rom power in a very
short time,

B. The Communists have not succeeded in improving the poor
conditions which are the principal basis of this discontent,
1., Living mtandards are not up to'pra»wur levels,

2. The averageJcnnmﬁmptian of food during 1955-58 was lower
. -than in any Satellite except Albanias, | |
3. !ats, meat praéucté and augaruara strxctly rationed, and
at times, the ration cards éangot be honored,
4. Refugees cantinuerta flee ¥ast Germany a2t the rate of 6,000

to 7,000 per week,
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] ili. At present, hawavar, little-=if anywuaffeetive resistance to the

Communist regime exists, Most East Germans appear to be hiding

their time i# hopes of improvements in the future.

A,

B,

This lavk of effective resistance does ot mean that there
are no strong anti-Communist elements in East Germany.

The East German churches, for example, possess a surprising
ﬁagree of independence,

fhaﬁ are not, haﬁaver, in a position to offer more than non-
violent resistance ta’ﬁammnnist énqraaﬁhﬁﬁnts on religious
froedon.,

I¥, Am to the Communist Party in East Germaany, siace the downgrading

of 8talin, it has been shaken‘by controversy.

A,

B.

€.

D,

This controversy is centered on the person of the party boss,
®alter Wibricht. He is unyopﬁlar'hath among the Communists
and with the populace in general, |

To most people, Ulbricht repreasntu the worst sort of example
of the Stalinist "cult of 9¢r$anality.

Yet Ulbricht has not been purged, as bave some other Stalinists
in the Satellites possibly because the aaviet»ﬁnibn is fearful
of taking an action fhat could result in popular disturbances,
318 GOétinnaﬁ position, however, may be because the Soviets
wish iﬁ oust him at a psychological moment in the future,
perhaps in order to affect the outcome of the next national

elections in Weat Germany (October, 1857).
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‘¥.  The Bast Garm&a Cﬁmﬁu&iﬁts vill probably continue their slow
| and cautious adjustments to the new conditions of liberalization
throughout the Bloc, ‘
A. Living conditions may 1m§rove<aamewhat, although a substantial
| tnytovemeﬁt appears impossible, because of the basic
inmdequacies of the systenm. |
1. A wmeasure of the USSR's concern over Easi ﬁﬁrman&’a‘yﬁer
1iving conditions is afforded by the receut grant of
Boviet credite for consumer goods 9urchaa§$‘
¥l. ¥Finally, the USER continues to oppose any ”xaunifieaﬁian“ of Germany
despite propaganda to the contrary. Future Soviet policy toward
Gernmany will probably aim at "stabilizing" this frontier region

ef the “Socialist camp,."
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5 SEPTEMBER 1956

“;f,,EAsTVGEniANY‘f ‘:”'

7 ;15 that effective Soviet control remains unchanged in spitegét%a
fnumber of moves and actions designed to- demonstrate that East Germanv 
is "sovereign". -, S
A.. The recent withdrawal of approximately 30,000 Soviet troﬁps
| does not alter the USSR's cdﬁtinuing strong control, which is
‘taintained by a force of nearly 400,000, remaining in East

Germany, to 8ay nothing of the strong and highly wobile Soviet
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forces in Poland and the Western USSR. \;OCHJ%L
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13‘ control 18 Btilltthe essent 1tfactbr;inanst'Cgtmanyfs;f;

ast Gernahs, thouselvés, ure generally anti Communist aﬁd | 3 ‘
\5H £he régine is almost without popular support . »
B4J?The Communists have not succeeded in 1mproving the paor conditions

‘ffwhich together with Germany's continulug partition, lorm tbe

’wfprincipal~basis of popular discontent,

f1§.  iving standards, while better thén at the time of the June
| 1853 riots, are still not up to pre-war levels,
2.iff&e average consumption of food during 1955-56 was lower than

in any Satellite except Albenim,
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Fats; meat products and sugar are strictly rationed and at

:times the ration cards cannot be honored

Refugees continue to flee East Geruany. Yron 1946 to tbe endiﬂ

11955, over.2} million have escaped to the West, and the i

total for the first 8 months of 1956 shows 50,000 more

N )
refugees than the same period in 1955 (160,000 in Jan-Aug *55;
210,000 in Jan-Aug '56).

III. At present, however, no active resistance to the Communist regime

exists in East Germany. Most East Germans appear to be biding their

time in hopes of improvements in the future,

A. Even though there is no active resistance, a strong anti Communist §
potential does_exist in East Germany. The East berman churches %

N g e AR

for example possess a- surprésing degvee of independence g
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alter‘Ulbricht He 1s unpopular both.among the Cowmunxstm:‘4

\‘5%w1th the xonulace in general

B To most people Ulbricht represents the worst sort of exaxp’
of the Stalinist cult of personality.’
{ YeU Ulbricht has not been purged, as have some OthervStaliuiwt%

it. the Satellites
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'Ulbricnt‘s continuing tenure, however,«may be for“ anothe{jreg oL .

Fhﬂ Soviets may wish to reserve his ouster for so 1@ psychologi nlg_j

momemi in the future, perhaps 25 2 means of swaying the outcomef

b-of the,next‘national elections‘in vest Germany (October, 1937)¢w3‘

,;" The west Germant have steadfastly declared they will not

deal with the East German Government on any matter so long

45 Ulbricht is a member of that Government.

- 5 -
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ith Ulbricht, o

:ruughout the Bloc.
g ' Living conditions may improve some@bdt; although a substaﬁtiaf
3impfgvement’appears iﬁpossible, beci@ée\of the basic inadeguacics
kof~thé syétem. | i r
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t‘CQytinués‘XQ“Oppose any ﬁﬁ;hnlficatidhf of Cormar:
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